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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

International pain medical societies join forces in Miami Beach for the promotion of pain medicine and worldwide access to pain relief
MIAMI BEACH, FL, USA (January 30, 2012) – Leaders of four of the world’s preeminent medical societies devoted to pain medicine – World Institute of Pain (WIP), European Federation of IASP® Chapters (EFIC®), World Society of Pain Clinicians (WSPC), and World Institute of Pain Foundation (WIP Foundation) will convene February 5, 2012 at the Miami Beach Convention Center to affirm their commitments to joining forces for the advancement of pain treatment and promotion of pain medicine throughout the world.  

At the Miami Beach Convention Center, the site of the sixth World Congress of the World Institute of Pain, leaders of the four societies – Dr. Ricardo Ruiz-Lopez, President of WIP; Prof. Hans Kress, President of EFIC; Prof. Robert van Seventer, President of WSPC; and Dr. Prithvi Raj, Chairman and Prof. Serdar Erdine, CEO both of the WIP Foundation, will jointly declare through the Declaration of Miami that:

· It is the right of any human individual to have access to the best possible pain relief in any and every part of the world. 
· There is inadequate access to assessment and treatment of acute and chronic pain syndromes in many parts of the world;
· We, as a consortium of professional pain societies, and as witnessed by the representatives from all continents, affirm the above declaration and strive towards its fulfillment.

· The advances in medicine will continue to increase the population of healthy, young and old people all over the world.

· Presently, there is still limited access to adequate treatment of acute and chronic pain in many parts of the world.

· Governments and even healthcare professionals are not sufficiently aware of chronic pain as a health problem.

· Many healthcare professionals are not educated and familiar with best practice pain medicine.

· We demand that Pain Medicine should be a distinct specialty because of its unique body of knowledge required to treat pain patients. 

· The declaring professional organizations jointly and firmly agree on the right of any human individual to have easy access to adequate pain management, the necessity of generally available information about proper options for pain relief, and the obligations of governments and health systems to provide financial, personnel, and structural resources to achieve these goals and to guarantee adequate pain management as a human right.  

With this Declaration of Miami on February 5, 2012, the signatories of the consortium affirm that they will expeditiously and diligently work towards accomplishing the goals of the declaration. The pain societies actively promote best pain medicine for all humanity; and are dedicated to providing trained and skilled personnel in their spheres of influence.  In this regard, the World Institute of Pain, the European Federation of IASP Chapters, the World Institute of Pain Foundation, and the World Society of Pain Clinicians come together to promote this mission. 
The sixth World Congress of the World Institute of Pain is expected to attract two-thousand pain physicians, from more than seventy countries and six continents. Physician participants who represent multiple disciplines of pain medicine, including anesthesiology, physical medicine and rehabilitation, neurosurgery, orthopedics, and oncology, will gather in Miami Beach to discuss new developments in basic research and pain treatment modalities.

World Institute of Pain, established in 1993, brings together the most recognized experts in the field of pain medicine for the advancement and standardization of interventional pain practice.  WIP organizes physician-oriented educational symposia, practical workshops, and biennial World Congresses; certifies as Fellow of Interventional Pain Practice (FIPP) physicians who pass a competency-based, multi-part examination; publishes the scholarly journal, Pain Practice; and establishes regional sections all over the world to support the goals and aims of its members.

European Federation of IASP Chapters, established in 1993, has thirty-four member countries from all of Europe representing more than 30,000 members of its joint societies; publishes a journal, European Journal of Pain; holds biennial congresses; and promotes pain medicine all over Europe.

World Society of Pain Clinicians, established three decades ago, organizes biennial congresses and meetings all over the world.

World Institute of Pain Foundation encourages and organizes equality in opportunity for the scholarly exchange of knowledge, education, and science in pain medicine. The Foundation is dedicated to the creation of projects that will enable scholarships to be provided to eligible pain physicians for training and certification; also to develop protocols for global, clinical and basic science research in pain medicine.
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